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Strategic Plan 2004-2009

Fisheries Abstract
This strategic plan focuses on five primary issues: Aquatic Invasive Species, Coastal Communities and Economies, Fisheries, Coastal Aquatic Habitat, and Marine and Aquatic Science Literacy. Recent trends have heightened concern among Sea Grant stakeholders about two additional areas for which Michigan Sea Grant will also develop increased programmatic emphasis over the coming years – water quantity and water quality. However, these developing issues will be treated within the five primary issue areas.

Fisheries
Great Lakes ecosystems are arguably the most important freshwater fish ecosystems in the world, ones that support a multibillion-dollar sport fishery, tribal subsistence fisheries, and a valuable commercial fishery. Ecosystem stressors, such as aquatic invasive species, improper land use, fluctuating nutrients, over exploitation, and disease, challenge the integrity of the Great Lakes fisheries. As a result, their vitality is one of the more visible indicators of the overall health of our Great Lakes, both ecologically and economically. The regeneration of Great Lakes fisheries is often linked to an economic renaissance of the associated coastal communities, and as one of Michigan’s original industries, it is an important cultural and historic link to our Great Lakes heritage, including that of the Native American tribes. 

Goal:
Michigan Sea Grant will support research, outreach, and education efforts about the Great Lakes fish ecosystems; contribute information that promotes sustainable fisheries; and support those stakeholders and communities that are fishery dependent.

Issues:

• Economic viability of sport and commercial fishery

• Impact of aquatic invasive species on the fishery

• Native species restoration 

• Fish habitat degradation and rehabilitation

• Fish recruitment and production dynamics

Michigan Sea Grant will:

• Support research to enhance the understanding of fish ecosystem rehabilitation, enhancement, and production, and fishery-related issues including: understanding recruitment dynamics and management strategies; the impact of invasive species on food web dynamics and fish populations; and the relationship of habitat productivity to fish health, production, and rehabilitation.

• Work with commercial, tribal, and sport fishers to adopt practices based on sound science, facilitate stakeholder consensus, and lead efforts to enhance and promote the economic viability of Michigan’s Great Lakes fisheries. 

• Identify fisheries educational opportunities for K-12 students, teachers, and the public and provide education and training for emerging fishery leaders; provide economic impact data of Great Lakes fisheries to decision-makers. 
